
The Trinity Times
The Mission of Trinity Episcopal Church is to seek and share the love of God made 
known through Jesus Christ with all people through the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH • 430 JULIANA ST., PARKERSBURG, WV 26101 • 304.422.3362 • TRINITY-CHURCH.ORG

OCTOBER 
2017 

T H E  S TA F F  
The Rev. Paul L. Hicks,  

Rector
Brenda Ball  

Sexton
Tiffany Deem,  
Dir. Rel. Ed.
Susie Fitcher,  

Administrator
Jim Full,  

Dir. Communications
Paul Miller,  
Treasurer

Devin Sudman,
Choirmaster
Allan Zipf,  
Organist

T H E  V E S T R Y  
2 0 1 7  

Lynn Fury-Prather
Dianna Quick
Dan Thomas

2018
Becky Mathis-Stump

Katie Perrine
Dennis Ramsay

2019
John Brownfield

Margaret Burdette
Barbara Full

TRUSTEES
Charles Allman
Forbes Hiehle
Denny Prather
Larry Tucker

T I M E S  E D I T O R  
Barbara Full

Church picnic 
More photos inside

Faces of Trinity

Photos by Roger Forshey



I want to lead off my article by 
saying farewell to two of our long time 
parishioners, Vint and Betty Rathbone.  
The Rathbones have moved to Win-
ston Salem, NC.  We did offer to host 
a coffee hour in their honor, but there 
was so much going on that they de-
clined and just asked me to say good 
bye to their Trinity Family on their be-
half.  We wish them well and hope to 
see them if they are ever up this way.  
By the way, the new directory will have 
their new address in it and you can 
keep in touch.

Next, I want to talk about our 
worship here at Trinity.  Believe it or 
not, when I first came here as your full 
time priest I had a plan.  The first year 
was to focus on administrative things.  
I called it getting the “trains running on 
time.”  I think we have been fairly suc-
cessful.  I hope you will agree that 
there is good bit of stability and relia-
bility in the way we operate our 
Church.  If you don’t agree, please let 
me know so we can work on it.  

This year, the focus was on our 
internal organizations.  I met with 
groups like the ECW, DOK, Men of 

Trinity, St. 
A n n e ’ s , 
e t c .  
T h e s e 
g r o u p s 
have a lot 
o f g o o d 
things go-
i n g o n 
and many 
of those 
g r o u p s 
have made some significant improve-
ment.  For example, the ECW has a 
full slate of officers again and the 
Men’s group has a routine schedule of 
meeting times.  

So next year was going to be 
about our Worship services.  But I feel 
God is leading us to begin that focus a 
little early.    I will try to explore more 
thoughts in this regard in the months 
to come in the Times.  But for now, let 
me just share a little of my thoughts.  
You may recall the fourth charge the 
Bishop gave me as your new Rector 
was to lead a worship service that 
brings everyone closer to Heaven!  
And that is what I want us to do.

A Word from Your Priest
The really good news is that we 

have a great start.  We have a beauti-
ful church, a lot of talent, and really 
good people to accomplish this task.  
Also, we have everything we need to 
do this right now.  We don’t have to 
wait until we have enough people or 
enough money in order to get started.  
Further, everyone, no matter their level 
of involvement can contribute immedi-
ately.  We just need to discern exactly 
what it means for Trinity to worship 
God and what each of our roles is go-
ing to be.  This is a journey we can 
make together and I will share with you 
more of my thoughts along the way, 
and I want to hear yours as well. 

Finally, we really need volun-
teers to act as teacher’s aides for our 

Sunday School.  You don’t have to 
prepare anything or volunteer forever. 
We just need some additional supervi-
sion. Right now we have just one class 
so there is a wide range of ages.  
Sometimes, the younger ones just 
need a little extra attention.  A 
teacher’s aide can free Tiffany to con-
tinue teaching the class.  Teenagers 
are welcome and encouraged to volun-
teer!  

You can see we have a lot of 
exciting things happening.  Please, 
come to worship and serve God and to 
be a part of what God is doing here at 
Trinity, and as always, bring a friend.  

God bless you one and all,
Father Paul+
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   Highlights
September 2017

• The Vestry appointed the Budget 
Committee, including Paul Miller, 
Dennis Ramsay, Becky Mathis-
Stump, John Brownfield, and Fr. 
Hicks.

• The Vestry appointed Becky Mathis-
Stump and Scott Ramsay to serve as 

co-chairs of the Stewardship Com-
mittee.

• The Vestry approved the proposal to 
purchase the fencing and stone pil-
lars for the parking lot.

• Greenleaf Landscapes is working on 
creating a landscaping plan for the 
parking lot.

submitted by Carol Payne, Registrar



Trinity Hall is being consumed by a growing number of excellent books. 
Before you turn around it will be time for the next 
annual Trinity Used Book Sale. It will take place No-
vember 6-11, 2017. We have been hard at work sort-
ing and storing books since the beginning of May. It's 
amazing the amount of new fiction, as well as histor-
ical nonfiction, books we have accumulated. Be ready 

to come and shop, 
and also to work 
this wonderful 
sale. A member of 
the Book Sale 
Committee will be 
calling to schedule 
your time to help 
with the sale that 
week in November. 
Please consider 
helping because 
this sale is valu-
able to the com-
munity organiza-
tions, as well as 
our own programs 
at Trinity.

Book Sale
I want to thank you in advance for your 
willingness to help,  and for the tireless, 
endless work of the book sale commit-
tee. 
Also going on during the sale will be 
lunch being served Monday- Thursday 
from 11:00-1:30 PM., the Food for 
Thought and Christmas Gift table, 
church tours, history, and Organ mu-
sic.There is something for everyone to 
be a part of. 
Monday through Thursday the book 
sale times are 9:00 AM-8:00PM, Friday 
9:00-4:00, and Saturday 9:00-12:00.  
Please help us keep the community 
reading! 
Thank you,  
Lynn Fury-Prather



Devin Sudman has been hired as our new Choirmaster and began his conducting 
duties with Trinity’s choir on Wednesday, September 6 at their first rehearsal, with 
Sunday, September 10 being his first Sunday service. When asked to tell a bit 
about himself, Devin said, “I am from Cleveland Ohio (go Browns!) and I am a 
recent graduate of Ohio University where I earned my music degree in Voice and 
Conducting. I have been serving (still am) as a Music Director in the Athens area 
for about five years now where I have been able to meet and work with incredibly 
talented people through theatre. I have recently 
moved to the Parkersburg area to gain more experi-
ences with music in this amazing community. I am 
also Assistant Music Directing/Vocal Coaching the 
musical Sister Act at the Actors Guild as well, where 
I also get to meet and work with crazy talented 
singers/actors.” 
Devin also said, “I am so incredibly excited to begin 
this musical journey here at Trinity, and feel that the 
choir’s job is to ensure that the congregation follows 
us on this musical journey of worship.” 
       Welcome, Devin!

Trinity’s 
New  

Choirmaster 
Devin  

Sudman
Stewardship — the careful and responsible management of some-
thing entrusted to one's care — is an important part of the life of 
any church. At Trinity, we will begin two critical phases of steward-
ship in the upcoming weeks: one in which we as individuals and 
families consider how much of our monetary blessings we will 
pledge to Trinity for 2018, and another in which the Vestry will care-
fully plan how to use those pledged funds to sustain Trinity and ful-
fill its mission in the coming year. As we approach these phases of 
stewardship, we ask that you begin prayerfully considering your 
pledge and also that you pray for the Vestry to have wisdom in its 
budgeting process. 
     Becky Mathis-Stump and Scott Ramsay, 
     Stewardship Committee Co-Chairs 

ECW 
There will be a meeting of the Trinity Epis-
copal Church Women on Tuesday, October 
3 at 12:30 pm at the church. This is our 
“brown bag’  luncheon meeting, so come 
and enjoy this casual gathering as we pre-
pare for the activities coming so quickly 
our way. 
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11:00 am — Feeding 
Program, Clothes Closet 

 Office closed -   
Columbus Day

8:30 am —DOK Book 
Study @ Panera 

8:00 pm — AA

B I RT H DAYS  
4. Sue Palmer
6. Amy Warren

Olivia Parsons
7. Michael Shaw

16. Amelia Hess
Nicholas Wright

17. B. J. Hess
Paul Miller

18. Dennis Ramsay
22. Nick Gyongyosi

25. Becky Alkire
Joe Shaw

26. John B. Ralsten
29. Bella Marteney
31. Hannah Adkins

Marjorie Thomas

A N N I V E R SA R I E S  
7. Beverly & Steve Reger
9. Joy & John Brownfield

17. Terry & Joe Shaw
28. Pat & Earl Westbrook

PENTECOST 18

PENTECOST 19

PENTECOST 20
Discretionary Sunday

10:00 am — Bible Study 
11:00 am —Food Closet 

10:00 am — Bible Study 
11:00 am —Food Closet 
6:00 pm — Blenn. Stamp Soc.

6:30 pm — Supper Club 
@Connie Warren’s

Trinity Times Deadline

PENTECOST 21

11:00 am — Feeding 
Program, Clothes Closet 
5:45 pm — Finance 
6:30 pm — Vestry

8:00 pm — AA

9:30 am - 12:00 pm — 
WV Music Tchrs (Nave) 
8:00 pm — AA

10:00 am — Bible Study 
11:00 am —Food Closet 

11:00 am — Feeding 
Program, Clothes Closet

11:00 am — Feeding 
Program, Clothes Closet

11:00 am — Feeding 
Program, Clothes Closet

10:00 am —Book sorting 
11:00 am — Food Closet 
12:15 pm — HE & Healing 
5:30 pm — Actors Guild 
(Conf. Rm.)

9:00 am — Men of Trinity 
breakfast, Trinity Hall 

8:00 pm — AA
 -  -  -  -  -  -  -Father Paul Vacation 10/9 — 10/15   -  -  - -                  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

Diocesan Convention - 27, 28, 29

8:00 am — Holy Baptism 
9:15 am — Choir Rhrsl., 
Adult Ed., Sunday School  
10:30 am — Eucharist  
1:30 pm — Blessing of 
the Animals (prk lot)

7. Michael Cameron
Abbey Justice 

11. Cathy Mildren
13. Carma Guertin
16. George DeHoff

PENTECOST 17

8:00 am — Morn Prayer 
9:15 am — Choir Rhrsl., 
Adult Ed., Sunday School  
10:30 am — Morn Pray.  
5:00 pm — Youth 
5:45 pm — Movie Night

8:00 am — Eucharist 
9:15 am — Choir Rhrsl., 
Adult Ed., Sunday School  
10:30 am — Eucharist  

8:00 am — Eucharist 
9:15 am — Choir Rhrsl., 
Adult Ed., Sunday School  
10:30 am — Eucharist  

8:00 am — Morn. Prayer 
9:15 am — Choir Rhrsl., 
Adult Ed., Sunday School  
10:30 am — Morn. Prayer  

8:00 am — Men of Trinity 
breakfast @Corner Cafe 
10:00 am & 5:00 pm — 
Book sorting 

8:00 am — Men of Trinity 
breakfast @Corner Cafe 
10:00 am & 5:00 pm — 
Book sorting 

8:00 am — Men of Trinity 
breakfast @Corner Cafe 
10:00 am & 5:00 pm — 
Book sorting 

8:00 am — Men of Trinity 
breakfast @Corner Cafe 

Book Sale set-up begins 

8:00 am — Men of Trinity 
breakfast @Corner Cafe 
10:00 am & 5:00 pm — 
Book sorting 
6:00 pm — Blenn. Stamp Soc.  

10:00 am — Book sorting 
11:00 am — Food Closet 
12:15 pm — HE & Healing 

10:00 am — Book sorting 
11:00 am — Food Closet 
12:15 pm — HE & Healing 

10:00 am — Book sorting 
11:00 am — Food Closet 
12:15 pm — HE & Healing 

10:00 am — Bible Study 
11:00 am —Food Closet, 
Knitters 

UTO Fall Ingathering

C .P.C . Sunday
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M o v i e  
N i g h t  

S u n d a y, 
O c t . 1 5 ,  
5 : 4 5 p m  

Pizza, popcorn, and 
drinks provided

October — Feeding Ministry & 
Thanksgiving Dinner for Families 

November — Christmas Outreach

Look for envelopes in each Sunday’s bulletin as well as in this issue of The Trinity Times.

In honor of the 

Feast of St. Francis of Assisi


Blessing of the Animals

Sunday, October 1


1:30 pm

Trinity’s new parking lot


Animals 

(well-behaved and on leashes) 


are also welcome at both 8:00 and 
10:30 services that day

Sunday worship attendance: 
8:00, 10:30 
Aug. 6: 24, 78 (total 102) 
Aug. 13: 31, 62 (total 93) 
Aug. 20: 21, 49 (total 70) 
Aug. 27: 28, 65 (total 93) 
Average Aug. 2017 —90 
Average Aug. 2016 —81 

Wednesday 12:15 service: 
10, 17, 14, 9, 10 
Crisis Intervention — assistance 
with: 6 electric bills, 4 water bills, 
3 gas bills ($30 ea.) 
Outreach — Highland 
Educational Project : $332 

Trinity 

by the 

Numbers 

August

Supper Club  
This month’s event will be Friday, Oct. 20 at the home of 
Connie Warren: parking is limited and carpooling is rec-
ommended. There are several openings for the remainder 
of the year and you may host a dinner at your home, at a 
restaurant, or at the church.  Consult the Trinity Hall bul-
letin board or call the office for more information. 

Program chairman Connie Warren reports that 
in August, 528 meals were served, with an av-
erage of 12 volunteers each week. “Chuck did 
a wonderful job with the meals!” She contin-
ued, “Bill Bailey went to Witten’s Market in Vi-
enna and asked if they would donate unsold 
vegetables to a feeding program and they 
agreed to do that. So, every Saturday, we go 
to pick up these donated vegetables. It’s kind 
of like Panera’s donations to us, in that we 

never know what we’re going to receive, but it has been fantastic! We will be sorry when 
they close down on October 22, but we have a freezer full of veggies now!”

Monday Feeding Program

From our former Parish Nurse Marion: 
I am in Florida for 8 months and will return in October for a couple 
weeks then I will once again return when my total  hip replacement 
takes place, hopefully in December. Once again I wish to thank all 
those in my Trinity family for your many prayers and support to-
wards Charlie, especially as his time on this earth was ending. I ask 
that you all occasionally keep me and my family in your prayers as 
we move along in our grief process. Thank you!  Marion 

There will be a D.O.K. Weekend at  
Sandscrest (not a retreat) on November 
10 & 11.⇥ The cost is $95.00 and includes 1 
night’s stay and 3 meals.⇥  If you plan to 
attend, please let Susie know and she 
will get this information to Linda when 
the time gets closer.⇥  This is for the 
D.O.K. of Good Shepherd and Trinity.⇥



Church Terms—Known and Unknown — part 2
By Paul Miller 

We hope you learned some arcane-sounding church words from last month’s inaugural in-
stallment of Terms and have been able to seamlessly interject them into your otherwise mun-
dane conversations at Walmart or the doctor’s office.  This month the series will concentrate 
on various types of containers that may be used during a Eucharist.

There are, of course, two ELEMENTS 
consecrated at the Eucharist—the host 
(or bread) and the wine--and they have 
to be kept somewhere before being of-
fered, consecrated, and consumed by 
the congregation.  At Trinity, we use a 
silver or glass WAFER BOWL to hold 
the host until needed.  The word “wafer” 
comes from an Old French or Flemish 
word for waffle, and was not used to 
mean the host until the 1550s.

Sometimes, especially for smaller ser-
vices, the host is kept in a silver box with 
a lid, called the BREAD BOX.  (Some-
one really fell down on the job in naming 
this one!)  And yes:  it IS the size of a 
bread box. Another container for the host 
is called a PYX from a Greek word 
meaning box.  The pyx can fit in your 
pocket and holds 6 or fewer hosts; it is 
often used at home Communions.

The wine is transported to the altar in a lidded silver pitcher called a FLAGON.  The word itself 
comes from the word “flask.”  The flagon used at Trinity does NOT have a dragon, but does 
hold the brew that is true. (Apologies to Danny Kaye.)  Water that is used during the service is 
contained in a silver pitcher called the EWER (from the Latin aquarius for water carrier).  Dur-
ing Lent, both the wine and the water are contained in DECANTERS or, for smaller services, 
CRUETS.  Cruets are also used at the Wednesday service and are just like your oil and vine-
gar set at home.

Not exactly a container, the CREDENCE TABLE is the side table that holds most of the items 
mentioned above either before or after they are used in the Eucharist.  It is covered with a 
linen cloth called the CREDENCE CLOTH.  The word comes from Latin credens for believer.  
At Trinity we have more of a Credence Shelf and it is found hanging on the wall on the south 
side of the altar.

Also on the south side of the altar—IN the wall
—is a locked box called the AUMBRY.  The 
aumbry contains the consecrated left-overs from 
the Communion service, AKA the RESERVED 
SACRAMENT.  These elements are used at a 
later date in the event the altar guild, ushers, or 
priest can’t count.  They are also completely 
consumed on Good Friday.  Aumbry (also 
spelled “ambry”) is pronounced OM-Bree (or like 
“hombre” with a West Virginia accent) and de-
rives from the Latin armarium meaning a tool 
closet.  A candle in a red globe (called the 
SANCTUARY LAMP) is kept burning to indicate 
that the Reserved Sacrament is contained in-
side.  In some churches, a free-standing 
TABERNACLE on the altar serves the same 
purpose as the aumbry.  In Trinity’s aumbry, 
there is a cruet of wine, a PYX that holds gluten-
free wafers, and a CIBORIUM.  The ciborium 
contains the unused consecrated host and looks 
like a CHALICE (see next month’s article) but 
the bowl is wider at the bottom.  It also has a lid 
and is covered with a veil.  The word comes 
from the Greek for lotus pod.

Another container is the LAVABO BOWL which, 
along with the LAVABO TOWEL is used by the 
priest to ritually wash and dry his/her hands be-
fore celebrating the Eucharist.  Water from the 
ewer is poured over the celebrant’s hands and 
caught in the lavabo bowl.   Lavabo means “I 
will wash” in Latin.  Another name for the lavabo 
towel is MANUTERGE, but even we draw the 
line with this one.

The final container to be described is the ALMS 
BASIN.  This is the big, brass plate on which 
the offering plates, heaping with lots of pledges, 
are placed when they are presented at the altar.  
It sits on the credence table/shelf during the 
service.  The word “alms” derives from the 
Greek word e leos mean ing “p i t y the 
treasurer.”  (Not really—it just meant “pity.”)



My cathedral SUMMER, PART 11 
by Barbara Full 

As I reported in last month’s 
issue, I was fortunate to be 
part of a choir-in-residence 
this summer, and I wrote 
about our six days in Lich-
field, England. On day 7 of 
this adventure we all board-
ed the bus to travel to St. 
David’s, Wales, or, as it says 
in our brochure, “As far as 
the land will take you; next 
stop Ireland.” Though it was 
an overcast day, the scenery 
was spectacular. 
Upon arriving in St. David’s 
we were charmed by the 
town itself. Or, I should say 

— city. It is England’s smallest city, recognized as such after the insistence of its residents who 
didn’t want it to be called a village. Unlike Lichfield, the skyline of St. David’s was not dominat-
ed by the cathedral because it was built in a safe valley below the city. 
A f t e r a r r i v i n g a n d 
checking into our hotels 
we walked down to the 
ca thedra l , met the 
Verger and were shown 
to the Song Room, 
which would be our re-
hearsal space for the 
next few days. Although 
in many ways it resem-
bled a subterranean 
dwelling, it was a won-
derfully equipped re-
hearsal room. One thing 
I noticed in the Song 
Room was a music fil-
ing area where there were baskets for different services and choirs, including a Boychoir. And I 
also noticed a “music honesty box” which I presume was when a boy singer might not want to 
admit he had kept a piece of music long after the season when it was needed. 

The cathedral itself was a bit less ornate than Lichfield, but just as glorious with spectacular 
stonework, an oak ceiling, leaded windows, as well as beautiful stained glass windows from 
many centuries of artisans. The floor had a bit of a slant to it, as from the north end to the 
south there was a drop of fourteen feet!

The services were conducted primarily in English, 
but in accordance with the desire to not lose their 
native language, several prayers were recited in 
Welsh, a beautiful language. All signage, including 
the one at left announcing our services, were also in 
both languages. 
The quire area, which contained the choir stalls, was 
filled with almost thirty beautiful needlepoint cush-
ions denoting many favorite Anglican hymns, such 
as the one below containing the Cwm Rhonda tune 
that we sing as “Guide me, O thou great Jehovah”.

The clergy and congregations at St. David’s treated us with 
tremendous warmth and we felt so welcomed there! They also 
seemed to be exceptionally interested in America, its govern-
ment, and in the current political situation. One of the prayers 
offered expressed their desire for the world leaders to exhibit 
some “common sense”!
After our final service there, as we were processing for the last 
time through the North Transept, the Bishop asked us to sing 
our anthem in that area. We thought he meant the anthem we 
had just sung as part of the service, but he wished instead for us 
to sing our national anthem as a prayer, which we did right there in the North Transept of St. 
David’s Cathedral in Wales. A very meaningful end to this amazing experience!
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From Nick: 
On behalf of my whole team, I’d like to say THANK 
YOU SO MUCH to everyone who helped send the 
care packages our way. The prayers and support from 
all of you are what sustain our high morale and moti-
vate us to keep doing our best every day. 


