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| never formally played baseball. The times
of tryout ended with resolute affirmation
that it just wasn't my game. Sort of like the
relationship | have with math. Math makes
me call her and her consort Arithmetic
“Ms. & Mr.". So | found other pastimes.

But | was game about it. | assigned sta-
tus to being put on the mound in neigh-
borhood games. The mound was really
the place where | could do the least
damage to whatever side | was on. Sill, |
clung to that status despite my team-
mate’s constant urging fo “just lob it
over the plate, and we will do the rest”. |
mean, | was a lefty, didn't they want to
see a curve? Nope.

In a perhaps overcompensating manner,
| followed the New York Yankees. “Aren't
you from Boston?2” | get asked whenever
| out myself with this demerit. The answer
is | did come to the Midwest from Boston.
| was raised, though, in Western Mass
where, despite Red Sox zealots’ zeal, the
shades of team colors vary. Boston is
nearly two hours from my hometown.
New York city is just over three. The New
York state capital, Albany, is closer than
the home of the Red Sox.

Because of this Western Massachusetts
was able to tfune into as many New York
(state and city) TV and radio stations. So
Yankee pinstripe and the blue NY hat
(and even, the Mets orange) as well Gi-
ant and Jets flair were not unfamiliar
pieces of gear to see about. Plus, the
Red Sox were just hopeless. So hopeless
that the ‘Curse of Bambino’ (losing Babe
Ruth to the Yankees) was invented to
help make the hapless sensible.

In the New York media | sfill follow I've
been noticing the regularly increasing sto-
ries about baseball. They have been
showing up like pigeons at a fountain or
park — one, then two, then 45. The mes-
sage is clear a new season is coming. And
teams are coming together and pre-
paring to take the field. Sort of like here.

My only nod to baseball these days is a
yearly visit to the Columbus Clippers
near my birthday when they play the
Yankee farm team. (Yes, like the New
York mediaq, | still follow the Yankees). My
daughter Via has mostly been my part-
ner. | still know enough of it, despite hav-
ing no formal training, to see connec-
tions of where we are in the new fime of
this fime.

With the announcement of Fr. Mackey's
joining the team and readying (no
doubt) to take the field, the sense of a
new season is becoming a reality. This is
exciting. Many of us may feel like Open-
ing Day cannot come too soon.

You and | are now, currently, running to
third or have already round it heading for
home. Either way, we are in the late in-
nings. Something not unlike our move-
ment towards Easter. It is tempting to look
ahead and even beyond (a caution | will
give as we get close to good Friday) to
this new season which is coming fast.

| invite you to remember a few things.
One is that you are part of the team, not
part of the spectators. Opening Day is
the fime to play, not watch. Which
means there is still time to work on our
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Weekend Worship Attend.:

fundamentals to get in shape. Another is
to stay present in this in between time. It
isn't over and it is possible for you to use
it for reflection and thinking. It is a free
space G-d has given us as sort of a pre-
season. To work on that which needs to
be worked on. And to think about our
moves, our abilities, and our playing time
in the season ahead. Write out and sort
out thoughts and ideas you've had dur-
ing this time. The phrase “lets’ wait for
the new rector to come...” is not as hos-
pitable as you may think. Having been
one several fimes, trust me, it is true.

So, we have come to the end of my
storeroom of baseball metaphors and
illustrations. | didn't have room to even
get to the puns! But | am going to end
with felling you | am
looking forward to the
rest of Lent and espe-
cially Easter with you
all. End is not end,
though, it is also begin-
ning.

And so this is for you,
too: PLAY BALL!

Wed. Healing: 16

Community Resources/Thrive:
Number served - 67
Utility Assistance -6 families




(a4
Ll
Q.
Q.
e |
(Y5
- L
4
S
" O
m
Q.
>
<X
(o]
(T2
LiJ
e |
[
LiJ
=
-
(a4
=
(V)




G

XI
‘We&me ! ,rgg L
N &
e 7 @ B I bl
" ~ ;&' [« ‘;‘-, o - ~
4 P N S\ AR s PN P A e
/ s W I S = B
¥ A = ‘ - e o= 5 . A ‘ ' - A
e ol AT e\ IO T {\’ L A
g Y, S B 8T .,‘L" i w,i‘\ 2 Vi , o ﬂ»- & 4 “[‘( L .\ 0 4 ey )
2 ! S T 4 T N\ = : T AN
:{ -0 " S, 50 : A\ D b & & '“‘ N
| &L e a - AN

W o

ol
X\
S \
\
\ %

»n\\\

ml

Winter ECW Meeting

17 people shared food and fellowship for the Winter ECW
meeting. Bree Fleming presented a program on stained
glass in church history.
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Marie's Music Report:

Music ministry is humming along here aft Trinity
these days, thanks to the dedication of parish-
ioners who are called to this multi-faceted min-
istry. We sing, we play instruments, we offer hospi- &=
tality and comfort, and we enhance the word of el
God through the medium of music-making. ¥ ar

Lori Clark leads the music at Saturday night services, g ,.}\\
with the help of a few dedicated and talented mu-
sicians. I'll let her say more about that service in her own words.

Quessa Brown came on board this fall, as our Choir Intern/Mentee.
We made this position for her, as she is a professional working musi-
cian and teacher, looking to expand her skills into the church music
realm, and she has jumped in with both feet, not just by singing in
the choir, but helping to sort out our choral library and keeping the
choir’'s music binders up to date each week. Her responsibilities will
keep expanding as time goes on.

Besides Quessa, we have welcomed four or five new choir mem-
bers, depending on how you count them. Holly Martin has tradi-
tionally joined us for holidays, but now she is here on a regular Sun-
day basis, which is fabulous! Noah Griffith came to Trinity last winter,
and became part of the choir alimost immediately. We met
Katharin and Ted Foster last year, as well, and we were delighted
when they joined us in the fall. Nathan Thornton was our final new
member of 2023, and underneath his quiet exterior is an absolutely
gorgeous voice that helps complete our bass section.

The choir currently rehearses on Sunday mornings, but to prepare
for Christmas and Easter, we add extra weekly rehearsals. Anthems
and hymns are chosen to reflect readings, and | pull music from our
Episcopal hymnals, as well as those of the United Methodist and
Catholic traditions.

In the classic loaf-and-fish scenario, our choir of twelve (ish) mem-
bers grew to nearly thirty singers for Christmas Eve’s Lessons and
Carols service, which was an incredible experience for all of us.
We also had a children’s choir, recruited and lead by Bree and
Quessa, and we hope to continue and expand children’s music
ministry throughout the year.

Trinity’s support of music ministry means that we also take the best
possible care of our instruments. The organ is tuned twice a year by
Muller Pipe Organs of Columbus - if you'd like to know how this is
done, I'll let you know the next time it's happening, and you're
welcome to stop in for a listen — and piano tech Don Prior main-
tains the Steinway.

I'm grateful to Trinity’s vestry, trustees and congregation for all of
their support of music here. All of you are generous with praise and
appreciation, which is kind and humbling. I'm happy to hear your
thoughts about music at Trinity any time. Suggestions over the last six
years have been plentiful, and while | can’t make everything hap-
pen, | value your thoughts and perspectives. And of course, if you
feel that you'd like to participate in either the Saturday night or Sun-
day morning 10:30 service, as a singer or instrumentalist, just come
find me. Peace.

Why We Don’t Sing The Lord’s Prayer (Marie’s version)

| made the decision to stop singing The Lord’s Prayer because it is
meant to be communal and inclusive. It's a prayer that is likely to
be known by all Christians. When | think of people in worship who
might be visiting Trinity, or who don’t feel comfortable singing, or
who might be new to the Episcopal liturgy (which can be over-
whelming, if you come from a non-liturgical background), | want
the Lord’s Prayer to be prayed by everyone, out loud.



“It's hard to believe we began our Saturday Service almost six
years ago. It has been my pleasure to have been here from
the beginning. I've been involved in Music Ministry for over 40
years as a drummer in a contemporary gospel band, guitarist,
cantor and music director in a variety of settings and mulfiple
churches including Baptist, Catholic and Episcopal in Florida
and West Virginia. Thank you fo the loyal group who play and
sing and sing each week, Bob Harris, Mark Miller and Connie
Bookman.”

Lori Clark

Quessa Brown is a soprano, originally from the small town of Elmira Heighfs,
New York. She recently obtained her Master of Music in Vocal Performance
and Pedagogy from Ohio University in 2023, and she received her Bachelor of
Music in Vocal Performance from Mansfield University of Pennsylvania in 2019.
She has experience performing in both opera and musical theater, and some
of her more recent performing credits include roles such as the Dewfairy in
Hansel and Gretel, Papagena in Die Zauberflote, Celeste #2 in Sunday in the
Park with George, and Marcellina in Le nozze di Figaro. She also has

performed in many opera and musical theater scenes, roles in-
= cluding Zerlina (Don Giovanni), Amy (Little Women by Mark
Adamo), Carlotta (Phantom of the Opera), The Bakers Wife (Info
the Woods) and Dorine (Tarfuffe). She also has had the opportu-
nity to performe in the chorus of Tri-Cities Opera’s production of
| Tosca in 2019. In 2018, she was a part of the Mansfield University
Concert Choir when they were invited to sing the chorus for the
Carnegie Hall 2018 Gala Concert under the direction of Mr. Rob
Fisher. In addition to operas and musicals, Miss. Brown's concert
works include performing as Mary Todd Lincoln in a staged version
of Jake Heggie's song cycle Iconic Legacies, selections from Scarlatti's 7 Arie
for soprano and Trumpet, and she has been the soprano soloist for Handel's
Messiah. She started her journey in music ministry at Trinity as the Choir Director
Mentee in September of 2023, learning the ropes of what is to be an Episco-
palian, how to lead the church choir, and working as Marie's “right hand
woman.” She is so excited to be part of this team and is so happy with the
community she has found here at Trinity!

Trinity’s New Rectorl!l

The Rev. Geoffrey Mack-
ey, a New York native,
comes to us from western
Pennsylvania where he
has lived for almost 18
years. A third generation
clergyman, he has served
as a parish priest since
2019. He was ordained in
the Eastern Catholic tradi-
tion, having studied in
evangelical, Catholic,
and Episcopal seminaries.
In addition, Fr. Geoff has
over two decades of ex-
perience in Christian col-
lege and seminary work in
administration, teaching,
and pastoral care. Taking
2 Corinthians 5:18-20 as a
starting point, his ministry has been marked by preaching and
teaching of the Gospel of Christ, the proclamation of God's for-
giveness for sinners, attentiveness to the outsider, spirifual forma-
fion, a love for the traditions of the Church, and a passion for Chris-
tian unity. In addition to his pastoral and theological work, Fr. Geoff
enjoys good music (of many sorts), art museums (and artists' bi-
ographies), local history, poetry, travel and playing his ukulele. Fr.
Geoff and his wife, Erin, have been married for nearly 22 years and
have three children: Gabriel, Alexandra, and Josephine.




Resurrection? Re-incarnation,
Reanimation, and Regeneration, Too.

On March 3, 10, and 17th between the services in the confer-
ence room, Father Charles will look at Resurrection by exploring
what it is not.

Daylight Saving Time begins
Sunday, March 10

FLOWERS FOR WORSHIP
Openings are available for several
Sundays on our Flower Chart:

« Mar. 3,10,17,24,31

- June 2

- July 28

« August 18

- Sept. 15, 22, 29

* Nov. 17

Please contact Julie in the office
to reserve one of these dates and
help make our services more
beautiful.

2

Trlni.:!
Episcop:
Church

432 Juliana St
Parksrsburg, WV 26101

Seard
came

Every 4th
Sunday @
5:30 PM

Text (740) 206-9457
tor more information

Sunday, March 10,
at 5:30 pm in
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Sunday, Mar. 24,
at 5:30 pmiin
Conference Room
Pizza, other snacks
provided
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