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The Mission of Trinity Episcopal Church:
We exist to love God and our neighbors!
T
— \

L

{

1
/

Remember us, O God;
from age to age be our
comforter. You have given us
the wonder of time, blessings in
days and nights, seasons and
years. Bless your children af the
turning of the year and fill the
months ahead with the bright
hope that is ours in the coming of
Chirist. You are our God, living and
reigning, forever and ever. Amen.
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Weekend Worship Attend.: | Nov 30/Dec 1: 11/14/60 (85)
5:30/8:00/10:30 Wed. Healing (avg.): 4

| Nov 2/3: 16/10/56 (82) Holy Day Masses (avg.): 8
Nov 9/10: 15/15/46 (76) Community Resources/Thrive:

! Nov 16/17: 16/13/60 (89) Number served - 103
| Nov 23/24: 18/13/47 (78) Utility Assistance - 18 families







Highlights from December Vestry meeting

e The Treasurer reviewed the November financial reports.
The diocesan managed trust funds increased in value,
and the church’s financial position remains healthy.

e The Building & Grounds Committee installed a new envi-
ronmentally friendly water cooler in the Christian Educao-
tion Building.

e The Vestry approved the 2025 budget. The budget will be
presented to the congregation at the Annual Meeting on
January 12 after the 10:30 am service.

e The Rector reported that Bishop Cowden will be visiting
the weekend of March 8 & 9, 2024.

by Julie Rathbone, Registrar
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LY NAME OF
BIRTHDAYS  [I. Quessa Brown | 10 ESUS' 2 3
|. Tim Northrup 8. John N.Ralsten ANNIVERSARIES J 3
2. Ron Brake 20. Finan Warren , 5:30 pm — Vigil Eucharist
3. Charlotte Bee 26, Mark Miller I Tpgusingramen 10:00 am — Bible Study 7:00 pm — AA
Ariah Agbo 27. Kelly Miller I MOIERS: fin e )
Ugim-Adie 28. Bree Fleming | 22. Susan & Butch Shock Farlsh flce sed
31. Monique Cameron |l (New Years
SECOND SUNDAY IPH
'5  AFTER CI[RISTMAS 6 ' t) ORD v 8 9 10 | |
! 8:00 am — Eucharist, Rite | | . 8 8:00 am — Men’s Breakfast /
11:00 — Feeding Minist . . ; — Bibl d
'9:00 am — Sunday school 6:00 p:nm- HoI;TEt::Earils?:ls ™ 10:00 am - Clergy Bible Study 12:15 — HE & Anointing :?gg az B I(Ir:ti::: 4 7:00 pm — AA
10:30 am — Eucharist, Rite Il | 5:00 pm - Smoot Ensemble P
NO EVENING LITURGY
| ZFAPHSM OF OUR LORD 13 4 5 16 17 8 I CONF‘SION OF
ETER
9:00 am — Sunday school 8:30 am — Men’s Breakfast
10:30 am — Eucharist, Rite Il | | |.00 am — Feeding Minist (at Trinity Hall) - E . y - 5:30 pm — Holy Eucharist
11:30 am — Annual Meeting am eeding Ministry 10:00 am - Clergy Bible Study 12:15 — HE & Anointing 10:00 am — Bible Study 7:00 pm — AA
1:30 pm — Blessing of the 5:00 pm - Smoot Ensemble
Rig | . TRINITY HALL CLOSED FOR CLEANING
' 2ND SUNDAY CONV N OF
|9 AFTER!PIPHANY r 20 2| 27 23 24 5 l %
8:00 am — Eucharist, Rite | | | 1:00 am — Feeding Ministry | g.00 2y — Men’s Breakfast \ .2 ~
5:45 pm — Finance Committee . P : | O:Gupm - 2:88pm
9:00 am — Sunday school ‘P 10:00 am - Clergy Bible Study 12:15 — HE & Anointing 10:00 am — Bible Study Adult Religious Education
10:30 am — Eucharist, Rite Il 6:30 pm — Vestry 5:00 pm - Smoot Ensemble 5:30 pm — Holy Eucharist
Farii‘. Off'fe Closed \ 7:00 pm — AA
r Biscratioliry SundaL A Ik Jr Day) Trl'nlty Tl'nes Dladline‘
3RD SUNDAY
)6 AFTER EPIPHANY 28 29 30 31

8:00 am — Eucharist, Rite |
9:00 am — Sunday school
10:30 am — Eucharist, Rite Il
5:30 pm — Game Night

11:00 am — Feeding Ministry

8:00 am — Men’s Breakfast
10:00 am - Clergy Bible Study
5:00 pm - Smoot Ensemble

12:15 — HE & Anointing

10:00 am — Bible Study
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Wearing God:

Clothing, Laughter, Fire, and Other Overlooked Ways of Meeting God
Lauren F. Winner

HarperCollins, 2015

As Christians in a liturgical tradition, we are very familiar with various metaphors for
God. God is our Shepherd, our King, and our High Priest. Certain metaphors have a
kind of pride of place in our language of God. God is Father, for example. But God is
also our Rock and our Fortress. God is a Warrior and a Vindicator.

But the Bible uses many, many other ways of speaking about God that we don’t tend
to pay much attention to. The best-selling author, university professor, and Episcopal
priest Lauren F. Winner considered six of these metaphors in her wonderful book,
Wearing God. Writing of God as clothing, smell, bread & wine, laboring woman, laugh-
ter, and flame, Winner invites us to try looking at God with new perspectives as curi-
ous as they are faithful to the Biblical text.

Often, our metaphors about God are stated in our prayers so frequently that they be-
come worn out and “old hat.” They become dead metaphors, no longer goading us
into making the comparison between God and whatever name we use for God. To
think of God as clothing, something we put on; or to think of God as fire, which con-

sumes impurities; these are ways to think about God that
get us out of our ordinary “religious” ways of thinking.

“Unlike my church, with its four favored metaphors, the Bible
offers hundreds of images of God - images the church has paid a
great deal of attention to in earlier centuries, although many
are overlooked now,” Winner writes. “Drunkard. Beekeeper.
Homeless man. Tree. “Shepherd” and “Light” are perfectly
wonderful images, but in fixing on them - in fixing on any
three or four primary metaphors for God - we have truncated
our relationship with the divine, and we have cut ourselves off
from the more voluble and variable witness of the scriptures,
which depict God as clothing. As fire. As comedian. Sleeper.
Water. Dog.”

LAUREN F. WINNER

Author of Still and Girl Meets God

This book is delightful and charming investigation into just a few of these. As Winner
explains, when Jesus (for example) talked about God, he used metaphors from the
world around him that his hearers would have had immediate connection with. Agri-
culture, weather, parenthood, and the like. But at a distance of 2,000 years, most of us
no longer have an immediate resonance with shepherds, for example.

Wearing God is an exploration that not only helps us look at God in these six other
ways; it also encourages us to use our God-given imagination to consider that our
own pictures of God are limited and often need other metaphors to give us a fuller,
more well-rounded, image of who God is. God is not only the “rock” that shelters us,
but also the “one who gives us birth.” God is not only a “mighty warrior,” but also
“bread” that nourishes us.

I commend Dr. Winner’s book to those who would like to have their understanding of
God expanded. No one metaphor - or even collection of metaphors - can give us an
entirely accurate understanding of God. After all, God is ineffable and incomprehen-
sible. But God calls us into relationship with himself. And in doing so, we have been
given a plethora of images to engage with.
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